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North Laine Supports Pride 

 

 
The North Laine Traders Summer Meeting 

Will be at 6pm on Tuesday 10
th

 July at the Regent Street Bar of Komedia. 

All members are welcome to attend - come and join us! 

If you are a new trader to North laine come along and meet us 

Pedestrianised streets work – how can we make them better. 
 

'It is now almost a year since the pedestrianisation of Sydney Street and Gardner Street was extended 

to include Sunday and Bank holidays as well as Saturday.  Sharon Thomas and Peter Stocker recently 

held a meeting with Stuart Croucher, Transport Manager at the Council to discuss how the scheme 

was working and what improvements could be made.   

It was generally felt that the increase in pedestrianised hours on a Saturday until 7 p.m. and the 

introduction of the scheme on Sunday until 5 p.m. had been very successful and reflected the 

changing shopping habits of our customers.  However, there were problems with people leaving cars 

parked on both streets during the pedestrian hours which ruined the general ambience and caused 

difficulties when the car owners wanted to leave before the streets reopened. Sydney Street also has 

the added problem of some car drivers backing up into the street from Gloucester Street.   

Mr Croucher said that the Council would ensure that parking wardens would be aware that tickets can 

be issued to anyone parking in the streets on a Saturday before 7 p.m. and Sunday before 5 p.m. He 

also commented that he was aware of problems for pedestrians to walk down some of the closed 

streets due to excessive A boards, tables, chairs etc making it difficult. It may be that the council will 

consider enforcing a “clear path” either on the pavements of both streets or up the centre of the road. 

Technically of course you should have a license from the council to use the area outside your 

premises when the street is pedestrianised. Peter was concerned about a path being left in the centre 

of the streets as we have a problem already of cyclists weaving through the shoppers when the roads 

are closed to traffic, including cyclists. 

The situation will be kept under review and we will be asking members for their thoughts at the next 

members meeting at Komedia on the 10
th

 July. 

 

North Laine Sustainable bag project 
On Wednesday 6

th
 June the NLTA committee selected a fair-

trade organic cotton bag supplier, Supreme Creations, and chose 

a design from the many submitted by NL traders for our North 

Laine bags. 

Our aim is to make our customers realise that you cannot 

continue to receive plastic bags each time you purchase items.  

British shoppers annually use 20 billion bags . 

The NLTA is not banning plastic bags - we are asking our 

customers to reuse bags. Hopefully if enough traders stop using 

plastic we may be able to suggest at some stage in the future that 

we could ban them!  

The first batch of cotton bags will arrive in August and we will 

deliver free samples to all current members. We will then 

coordinate a larger order of bags, at cost for the autumn.  

A copy of the winning design is shown next to this article.  

The committee would like to thank Joyce and Margaret of Pen to 

Paper for producing the winning artwork and to other traders for 

their input. We would also like to thank Eddie Start of Open 

Spaces for all his hard work and enthusiasm with this project. 

 

 
Sponsors of this newsletter 



 

North Laine traders welcome Pride 
 

Many Gardner Street traders are joining in pride festivities this year and have applied 

successfully for an extension of their usual road closure until 10.30pm on Pride day, 

Saturday 4th August.  

By billing the event as "Eat with pride" the traders hope to capitalise on the large number 

of people in the city on that weekend and raise much needed money to help keep pride a 

free event. 

"Eat with pride" will take place on Saturday 4th August 5pm -10.30pm and Sunday 5th 

August 11am - 5pm. The street will be decorated with Rainbow flags and shops and cafes 

will encourage their staff to dress up in prides theme of “Musicals”. 

If you would like more information contact Keith Kemp at Pokeno Pies 52 Gardener 

Street ( 684921). If this event is successful Keith would like to explore ways in which 

other streets in the North Laine could become involved next year. One idea being is to 

hold a North Laine window competition on Prides parade theme. 
 

The traders of Brighton meet the “chuggers” professional association 
 

On the 24
th

 of May David Lepper M.P., members of the Brighton Business Forum, chairs and secretaries 

of traders associations and the city centre manager met with Mick Aldridge, chief executive of the PRFA 

at the Business Forum offices. 

The PRFA is the association who issue guidelines and rules for street fund raising companies or as they 

have become known in North Laine “chuggers”. David had organised the meeting after complaints from 

the North Laine traders, the Lanes traders and many members of the public.  

After much discussion we were pleasantly surprised by Mick Aldridges attitude which was sympathetic 

to the problems that some of the “chuggers” can cause. He stated that he wanted to see traders and fund 

raisers working together to solve our present problems. He also explained that one notorious local fund 

raising company who had caused problems a few years ago had now ceased trading. Others who now 

worked in Brighton were now using more sensible guidelines.  

Day to day chugging seems to be much better at present with far fewer collectors for much shorter 

periods – its not perfect but certainly much better! Mick suggested that we need a central 

contact/reporting point for traders to report any problems. He suggested that Soozie Campbell, the city 

centre manager could perhaps organise this as in other cities and towns. 

Mick Aldridge can be contacted at www.prfa.org.uk and a copy of the fund raisers code of practise can be 

seen on www.fsboard.org.uk . Soozie Campbell can be contacted on 380040 or soozie@mmp.co.uk .  

North Laine welcomes a new councillor and says goodbye to a friend! 
 

As I am sure everyone is now aware since the May elections we have a new Green councillor for St 

Peters ward – Ian Davey. He has been coming along to NLTA meetings for some time with Sue 

Paskins who has now stepped down. Ian has already met with the chair and secretary and has asked to 

be kept up to date with all our plans and events. Ian can be contacted on Telephone: (01273) 296430 or 

by e-mail at ian.davey@brighton-hove.gov.uk or you can write to him at King's House, Grand Avenue, 

Hove, East Sussex BN3 2LS. 

Sue Paskins has now decided that the time is right for her to have some “home life” after a hectic few 

years as our councillor. The committee of the NLTA would like to thank her for her enormous input 

into the day to day running of North Laine and her commitment to the traders as well as the residents 

(who were the ones who could vote for her!). She accompanied us on many trips and events to meet 

other traders and was always a good speaker and staunch campaigner for North Laine. It was due to 

Sue that we finally managed to start Pedestrian weekend schemes in Gardner St and Sydney St.  

Thank you Sue from all of your friends in North Laine. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your invitation to a climate change event. 
Traders in North Laine have been invited to join Brighton & Hove Economic Partnership at an event 

(sponsored by Brighton & Hove City Council and SEEDA), designed to make tackling climate change 

easy for your organisation. The event will be taking place on Monday 23
rd

 July, 5.30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. 

At The De Vere Grand hotel, Brighton.  

The event will be hosted by Simon Fanshawe, chair of the economic partnership with keynote speaker 

Steve Hargreaves, Managing Director, Residential & SME Markets, EDF Energy, who will outline the 

business case for tackling climate change within your organisation (EDF Energy recently launched their 

own climate commitments), whilst Tony Mernagh, Executive Director, Brighton & Hove Economic 

Partnership, will outline the potential consequences of delayed action (climate change levy, carbon 

allocation schemes etc). Brighton and Hove Councils workplace travel planner will be on hand to provide 

advice and the council will also be launching their Carbon Management Dossier, a guide providing 

information on how to take action on energy efficiency and carbon management for businesses. Come 

prepared with the total annual energy spend for your organisation (excluding transport fuel) if you want 

to find out how much you could save. 

A local produce buffet with drinks will be served at 7.40pm providing an ideal chance for you to network. 

 Hear about the business case for tackling climate change and the potential consequences of delayed 

action for your business and the local and national economy. 

 Workshops run by The Carbon Trust, Business Link and Ecosys will provide information and 

practical, easy steps for organisations of any size.   

 Come prepared with your total annual energy spend (excluding transport fuel) to find out how much 

you could save.  It couldn’t be easier!!  

 

To help with planning for the event please confirm your attendance and provide an indication of your 

energy spend (under £50,000 a year or over £50,000 a year) by contacting Eleanor Mooney 

eleanormoooney@btconnect.com or 01273 291 092 by Monday 16th July.  

Numbers are limited so book now to avoid disappointment. 

 

Members summer meeting 
The NLTA summer meeting is on the 10

th
 of July at 6pm at the Regent Street bar of Komedia. 

The agenda will include an update on our sustainable bag project, Pedestrianised streets report, 

meetings attended and correspondence received, notification of events that our members are invited to 

and many other North Laine items of interest. 

We will be asking for your ideas on how the pedestrian streets can be improved and your thoughts 

about ideas for a Christmas campaign. All NLTA members are invited and if you are a new trader in 

North Laine why not pop along and meet us and learn more about who we are and what we do.  

The NLTA is made up of traders in North Laine who give their time voluntarily and we are looking for 

street reps in some streets to help deliver newsletter and information. If you have some time during the 

week and feel you could help out please contact Sharon Thomas on 604206 or Peter Stocker on 

601641.  

 

Kathy Flitton – RSPB in Frederick Place, North Laine writes; 
 

I am currently campaigning for the RSPB, and approaching organisations to see if they are able to do some 

recycling for us.  We are looking to send out boxes or envelopes within which old mobile phones and empty ink 

cartridges can be collected. 

 We are able to provide either a box (20cm by 30cm by 20cm) and once 10 or more items are collected, a courier 

can be sent out to pick them up free of charge or a container which holds envelopes, which can be used to return 

the items by freepost. Ideally we would like the boxes placed in areas accessible by the most people, staff rooms, 

on counters for customers etc, or envelopes to be sent out in deliveries to your customers if you are willing.      

 Please contact me if you are interested in any of these ideas, and let me know if you would like a large box or 

envelope container. For each envelope or item we receive an average of £1.82, these proceeds will go towards 

furthering conservation across the UK and worldwide.  Fundraising is essential for the RSPB to keep operating as 

the largest conservation organisation in the UK. I can be contacted on 01273 763625. 
 

 

Tel:01273763625


All information is given in good faith. No liability can be accepted by the NLTA, its officers or members. 

 

NORTH LAINE TRADERS 
2007 MEMBERS SUBSCRIPTION 

 

I would like to be a member of the N.L.T.A. and enclose my 
subscription fee of £30/£20 (£30 Bond St, Gardner St, 
Kensington Gardens, Sydney St. All other areas of NL £20). 
 

Business...................................................................... 

Address....................................................................... 

Telephone No...................................... 

Contact................................................ 

E-mail………………………………………………… 

Please return the completed form & fee to North Laine Traders 

C/O; David Hall, Marks & Co.   

100 Church St. Brighton, BN1 1UJ 
 

 

 

 

 

Chartered Surveyors  
 

& Official Advisers 
 

to the NLTA 

 

 Locally Based 
 

 Very Active in the North 

Laine Commercial Property 

Market 
 

 Impartial & Professional 

Advice 

 
Sales, Lettings & Acquisitions  Rent 

Reviews & Lease Renewals  Valuations 

 Rating Advice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE 

Chair 

Sharon Thomas, Off Beat Coffee, 

37 Sydney Street, Tel; 604206 

Secretary 

Peter Stocker, Workshop Pottery 

94 Trafalgar Street. Tel: 601641 

Treasurer 
David Hall, Marks and Co. 
100 Church Street Tel: 685965 

Street Reps 

Bond Street 
Pat Mernagh, The Animal House 
12 Bond Street. Tel; 206836 

New Road 

David Sewell, Pavilion Gdns Café, 

Pavilion Gardens, Tel; 730712 

Church Street 

David Hall, Marks and Co. 

100 Church Street. Tel: 685965 

Gardner Street 
Colin Grainger, Komedia 

Gardner Street, Tel: 647101 

Donna & Michael Hell’s Kitchen, 

4 Gardner Street, Tel;604925  

North Road 

Alan Davies, Steeles 

68 North Road, Tel: 677845 

Kensington Gardens 
Lynda & Phillipa, Abode 

32 Kensington Gdns,Tel:621116 

Gloucester Road 
Lyn, Covet 
16 Gloucester Road, Tel:609515 

Sydney Street 

Steve Pypus, Dirty Harry, 

6 Sydney Street. Tel;607527 

Trafalgar Street 
Eddie Start, Open Spaces 

69 Trafalgar Street, Tel: 600897 

 

 

Sponsors of the North Laine Traders Newsletter 

The Shopping and Eating guide. 
This years Shopping and Eating guide is being compiled 

by Maddy Carr of the Brighton and Hove Business 

Forum. A single space will cost £125 +VAT and this 

edition of the guide is being launched at the end of 

August instead of November to coincide with the 

September Food Festival. Guides are available from shops 

and restaurants as well as the Tourist information centres. 

If you would like your business represented in the guide 

please contact Maddy on 735442 to book your space  

By Friday 20
th

 July. 
 


